WESHMINSTER COMMITTEE. 


Kinc's Anus Tavern, * 1780. 


R E PO R T 


\ 


OF THE 


SUB COMMITTEE E, 


Appointed to enquire into the State of the Repreſentation of this 
Country, 


Sus COMMITTEE, Free * Tavern, March 19, 1780. 


Reſolved, 
That it appears to this Sub Committee that nEw PARLIAMENTS to be holden 
once in every year were the antient uſage, and declared to be the hereditary and 
indefeaſible right of the people of England. 


That it appears to this Sub Committee that the act paſſed in the ſixth year of 


the reign of Wm. and Mar. is the firſt regular act which attempts to eftabliſh and 


<< appoint the time of continuance of Parliament,” to be for the term of three years, 
though the ſame act recognizes © the antient laws and ftatutes of this kingdom, by 
which annual parliaments were confirmed, and declares * that frequent and new parlia- 
<« mentstend very much to che happy union and good agreement of the King and people.” 


That it appears to this Sub Committee that by an act paſſed in the firſt year of 
the reign of George I. the parliament then choſen for three years (by the acguieſcence 
of the people to the above - mentioned act of Wm, and Mary, on the faith of its de- 
claring that ! from thenceforth no parliament whatſoever, that ſhall at any time 
hereafter be called, aſſembled, or held, ſhall have any continuance longer than for 
three years only at the fartheſt,” did paſs an act to prolong its continuance to the 
term of ſeven years. 


That it appears to this Sub Committee, that temporary conſiderations then pre- 


ſamed to exiſt in the country, are ſtated in the preamble to the aQ, as the principal 
motives and inducements for the act itſelf, 


That it appears to this Sub Committee, that the act paſſed in the fixth of Wm. 
and Mary, is worded, as if declaratory of what was conceived (however falſely) to 
have been the conſtitution of the country; but that the ſeptennial act aſſumes a 
power of altering the duration of parliaments at pleaſure, 


That theſe alterations in the conſtitution of parliament were made without com- 
munication with the conſtituent body of the Park. and have been continued 
without the ſanction of their approbation. 


That it appears to this Sub Committee, that the 3 bill was ſtrongly op- 
poſed in Parliament, as a direct infringement on the conſtitution, and a flagrant 
breach of truſt, towards the conſtituent body.“ 


That ĩt was ſupported almoſt entirely on the principal of Expedieney. 
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That the voice of Tf PEOPLE appeared ſtrongly againſt it in many reſpectable 


petitions to Parliament on the occaſion, and that a conſtitutional proteſt was entered 
by the Peers, ſtating © That frequent Parliaments were the fundamental conſtitution 
& of the kingdom: that the Houſe of Commons ought to be choſen by the peo- 
„ ple, and when continued for a longer time than they were choſen for, they 
cc were then choſen by the Parliament, and not by the people: that they con- 


c ceived the bill, fo fat from preventing corruption, would rather iacreaſe it, | 


4e for the longer a parliament was to laſt, the more valuable to corruptors would | 
|  & be the purchaſe; and that all the reaſons that had been given for long Parlia- 

e ments might be given for making them perpetual, which would be an ab- 
5 ſolute ſubverſion of the third eſtate.” 


That it appears-to this Sub Committee, that various motions were afterwards 
made, and ſtrongly ſupported © for a repeal of the ſeptennial act;' particularly 
« a motion for annual re in 1744, which was loſt only by a t of 
thirty-two, ö | #4 


That the city of London, and other reſpe&able bodies, continued to inſtruct 
their repreſentatives, to proſecute this object in the moſt vigorous manner, as 
* eſſentially neceſſary to the independency and integrity of Parliament, the _ 
- of the people, and the proſperity of the country.” | 


That with reſpect to the N of the People, 


It appears to this Sub Contains, that by flat, 8. Hen. VI. the Parliament, hn 
elected by the cqmmonalty at large, paſſed an act to disfranchiſe the greater part 
of their conftituents, by limiting the right of election for knights of the ſhire, to 
cc perſons having free lands or tenements, to the value of 40s, by the year at the 
& leaſt;” which reſtriction has ever ſince continued. 


That it appears to this Sub Committee, that many towns and boroughs, formerly 
intitled . for their repute and population,” to ſend members to Parliament, have 
ſince fallen into decay, yet continue to have a repreſentation equal to the molt ,, 
| opulent counties and citics ; while other towns and places, which have riſen TW, 


.confideration, and become re and wealthy, have no repreſentatives i in Par- 


liament. 


That it appears to this Sub Committee, that according to the moſt received cal- 
culations, the number of inhabitants of England and, Wales is aboye five 


millions. 


That of theſe, * twelve hundred thouſand are ſuppoſed capable of 5 
as the conſtitution ſtood before the reſtrictive act above quoted. 


That of this number, not more than two hundred and fourteen thouſand are at 


preſent admitted to vote. 
That out of theſe 


One hundred * thirty thouſand frecholders elect ninety-two members for fily-two | 
counties, 5 


Fori- tbree thouſand citizens, freemen and others ele& fifty-two members for — 
And 


three cities and two uni verſities. 
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And forty-one thouſand electors chooſe three hundred and fixty-nine members for one 
hundred and ninety-two towns and boroughs, 


That iy of theſe members are returned by three hundred and forty eleQors, 


And a number ſcarcely above /ix thouſand, being a majority of the voters of a hundred 
and twenty-nine of the boroughs, return two hundred and fifiy-ſeven repreſentatives, 
which 1s a majority of the whole Engliſh Houſe of Commons, aad the efficient 


. repreſentation df above five millions of people. X 4 


That it appears to this Sub Committee, that many of theſe boroughs are imme- 


diately under the influence of the Crown, as the Cinque Ports; many of them 


private property, affording hereditary ſeats, as thoſe under Burgage tenure, and 
ſome of them almoſt without houſes or inhabitants, as OY Nen, and 
Old Sarum. 


That conſidering the repreſentation with reference to property, it appears that 
many counties return a number of repreſentatives, out of all proportion to what 
they contribute to the public revenue, as is evident from the ſtating a ſingle in- 
ſtance——That Cornwall has been calculated to pay to land-tax and ſubſidy, 
Artern parts, out of five hundred and thirteen, and ſends members to Parliament 
forty four, while Middleſex pays not leſs than in the proportion of two hundred and 
fifly fix, and ſends members eight, 


So that it appears to this Sub Committee, that the inequality of the repreſenta- 
tion of this country, with regard to property, is ſtill greater than when eſtimated 


- according to the number of its inhabitants. | 6 


Signed, by order of the Su (rn: 
R. B. SHERIDAN, Cnainman, 


Reſolved, 
That annual Parliaments are the undoubted right of the people of England, and 


that the act which prolonged their duration, was ſubverſive of the conſtitution, 
and a violation on the part of the repreſentatives of the facred truſt repoſed in 


them by their conſtituents, 
| Reſolved, 
That the preſent ftate of the repreſentation of this country is inadequate to the 
object, and a departure from the firſt principles of the conſtitution, 


Reſolved, 
| That thanks be given to the Chairman and Members of the Sub 43 for 


che very intelligent report made by them of the ſtate of the repreſentation of this 


country, and- of the duration of Parliaments, 


Reſolved, 
That the report of the Sub Committee be printed, and copies ſent to the 
ſeveral Committees of the counties, cities, and boroughs of this kingdom, 
C. J. FOX, Cuainnan, 


* «Aro 


WESTMINSTER COMMITTEE. ' 


March 20, 1780. 


„ # 


